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Introduction  
The University of London federation of Member Institutions are some of the leading 

universities in the world and are open to all students no matter their background. We 

recognise that young people who are estranged from their biological or adoption 

parents, or who are care leavers, can face additional challenges when entering higher 

education. The University of London is committed to supporting students to ensure 

that they receive the help they need in order to have a successful university 

experience. We hope that the measures offered in this policy provide benefit to care 

leavers and estranged students who are resident in ð or will be resident in ð our 

Intercollegiate Halls, and provide the context for achieving personal and academic 

success.  

Definitions  

Estranged student  
For the purposes of this policy, an estranged student is a person aged 25 or under at 

the time of enrolment and has experienced irrevocable breakdown in their 

relationship with both of their biological or adoptive parents, or only living parent, 

and often their wider family, for a significant period of time (usually 12 months).  

Care leaver  
For the purposes of this policy, an care leaver is a person aged 25 or under, whom a 

local authority has looked after for at least 13 weeks since the age of 14, including 

some period at the age of 16 or older. "Looked after" and/or "in the care of a local 

authority" includes in foster care, in local authority accommodation, at home under a 

care order, or under kinship care.
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Halls. If you wish to be considered for a priority place on the waiting list, you 

will need to apply in the usual way to get your name on the list, and then 

email residen

mailto:residential.life@london.ac.uk
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Evidence of estranged or care leaver status  
Please note the evidence required to confirm estranged or care leaver status under 

this policy may be different from the evidence required to meet the eligibility 

requirements for our Care Leavers & Estranged Student Scholarship (the 

requirements for this policy are less strict than the requirements for the Scholarship).  

Care leavers  

We can accept any of the following as evidence of care leaver status:  

¶ A letter on headed paper from your local authority confirming that you are a 

statutory care leaver (England, Wales, and Northern Ireland) or care 

experienced (Scotland).  

¶ A letter on headed paper from Student Finance confirming explicitly that you 

are in receipt of funds specifically for care leavers.  

¶ A letter on headed paper from your GP, social worker, solicitor, or key worker 

stating that you are a care leaver or care experienced for
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