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�x where we have waived the requirement in special cases, such as on grounds of illness or any 
other cause acceptable to us.  

1.7 

If your attendance record is not satisfactory, or if you have not met the coursework requirements, we 
will refuse you permission to sit an examination. 

Teaching centres provide us with annual attendance records, including completion of tutorial 
exercises, for all 
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2 Registration   

2.1 

 Minimum  Maximum  

Certificate of Highe r 
Education in Social 
Sciences  

One year  Three years (2018
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4.13 

For courses assessed by more than one element of assessment, if you attempt only one element of 
the assessment for a course in any given academic year the pass mark will carry forward. 

If you are  taking law courses  

4.14 

In the examination for law courses, questions may be set on recent legislation and current proposals 
for law reform within the scope of the syllabus. You will be expected to be familiar with developments 
in the law occurring up to 15 February in the year of the examination. 

Sitting examinations  

4.15 

You must have completed your programme at a recognised teaching centre and have met the 
attendance requirements to sit examinations. 

Please refer to regulations 1.5 - 1.6 for further information on attendance requirements. 

Materials and aids permitted within the examination room  

The following regulations may change during the academic year. Please refer to your Admission 
Notice for the final confirmed regulations.  

4.16 

For some courses, you will be given materials with the question paper, such as graph paper, 
accounting paper or statistical tables, for use in the examination. The provision and permitted use of 
these materials is subject to change. 

4.17 

We will not provide calculators. In examinations that permit their use, you are responsible for 
providing your own calculator, making sure that it meets the conditions set out below and is in 
working order for the examination. You should make sure that you have a spare calculator (which 
also meets the conditions set out below) in case your calculator fails during the examination, or you 
must be prepared to continue the examination without a calculator. 

You are encouraged to show the examiners the steps taken in arriving at the answer to 
demonstrate understanding of the material as opposed to simply writing down the result from a 
calculator display. 

4.18 

You may not store information in the memory of your calculator. 

4.19 
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5 Number of attempts permitted at an 
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7.2 

You must keep to the corequisites, exclusions and other rules that apply for the courses you study. 
Apart from where these rules apply, you may 
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7.9 

You can choose to register for and resit an alternative course in any future assessment session 
within your remaining period of registration. 

7.10 

If you choose to substitute your failed course for another course but also have outstanding fails at 
compulsory courses, you must meet the requirements in regulation 7.5 - 7.7 and resit these failed 
compulsory courses before or at the same time you are assessed in the course you have substituted. 

7.11 

If you have registered for a substitute course to replace the course you have failed, you will not be 
permitted to return and re-register for the original course at any point during your registration. 

8 Scheme of award  (2022-23 and after)  

The following scheme of award will be applied to all students who began their studies in 2022-23 
or after. If you began your studies in 2021-22 or before please see Appendix C.  

 

The guidelines presented below show the main characteristics of the schemes used for the 
assessment of students within the Economics, Management, Finance and the Social Sciences 
(EMFSS) programmes, and the criteria used when classifying degree students and grading 
Graduate Diploma students at the end of their studies. This information is necessarily abbreviated 
and it does not cover all special cases that the Board of Examiners may have to consider. 

 

The Board of Examiners retains the right to deviate from, or suspend, any part of these guidelines 
for good reason and in the interest of academic standards and/or fairness to students. 

Date of award  

8.1 

If your 
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9 Transfer of registration   

This section applies both to transfer between different programmes and within the same 

202
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Courses attempted  
Courses passed in 
May/June assessment 
session  

Entered for 
reassessment in 
following 
October/November  
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Discarding and reviving courses on transfer between programmes  

9.12 

If you transfer between EMFSS programmes you may have to discard certain courses. 

9.13 

A maximum of three full courses (or equivalent) may be discarded upon transfer.  

If you discard the maximum number of courses allowed on transfer from the Certificate of Higher 
Education in Social Sciences to an EMFSS degree, you will not be allowed to transfer your 
registration again to another degree unless the transfer can be made without discarding any more 
courses. 

9.14 

A course must be discarded if it: 

�x cannot be credited, or  

�x cannot be retaken on transfer because there is no option to take it (or no equivalent course 
available which can be credited) on the programme you are transferring to. 

9.15 

You cannot discard passed courses unless you are transferring. Permission to discard both passed 
and failed courses depends on the structure of the degree that you plan to transfer to as follows: 

�x You will not be allowed to discard any course (either passed or failed) that is compulsory on 
the degree you are transferring to. 

�x You will not be allowed to discard any single passed half course if it can be paired with 
another half course on the degree you are transferring to. If it cannot be paired then you must 
contact us for permission to discard it.  

�x You will not be allowed to discard a passed course that is one of two named course options 
at a point on the degree. 

�x You may discard a failed course that is one of two named course options at a point on the 
degree, and take the other named option. 

If the course is not named on the programme structure but is available (for example as an option in a 
Selection group), you may choose whether to transfer or discard the course, as long as you do not 
discard more than three full passed courses (or equivalent) in total. 

9.16 

Discarded courses may normally be revived in later transfer as follows: 

�x A passed course which has been discarded must be revived if you transfer to a degree which 
that course is available on. 

�x A failed course which has previously been discarded must be revived if it is compulsory and 
has no alternatives on the degree you are transferring to. You will be allowed the same 
remaining number of attempts. 

�x A failed course which has previously been discarded and which is not compulsory on the 
degree you are transferring to must either be revived or, where possible, changed to another 
option. 
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�x For degrees through the Standard Route only: if you transfer to a degree where a course is 
compulsory and you have discarded RPL for that course previously, the RPL must be 
revived. This can only be done in line with the maximum four RPL courses that are allowed 
on a degree. 

9.17 

A course that has been revived will no longer count towards the total permitted number of discarded 
courses. 

9.18 

If you transfer from the CHESS you must write to us through the Student Portal if you are reviving 
any previously discarded courses when you pay the continuing registration fee. 

Transfer to the Certificate of Higher Education in Social Sciences from a degree or the 
Access route  

9.19 

If you are registered on an EMFSS degree or have previously been registered on the Access route, 
and have made an attempt at the assessment for one or more courses, you will not be allowed to 
transfer your registration to the CHESS. If you have not made an attempt at an assessment and, if 
you meet the entrance and attendance requirements for the CHESS, you may apply to transfer. 

9.20 

If you want to register for the CHESS but are not allowed to transfer, you must cancel your 
registration, apply to register again and meet the relevant entrance requirements. If you are allowed 
to register afresh you will not be allowed to carry credit for any passed courses, or carry any failed 
attempts at courses from your previous registration. 

Transfer to the Certificate of Higher Education  in Social Sciences from a Graduate 
Diploma  

9.21 

If you are registered for a Graduate Diploma you will not be allowed to transfer your registration to 
the CHESS. 

9.22 

If you want to register for the CHESS, you must cancel your registration for the Graduate Diploma, 
apply to register again, and meet the relevant entrance requirements. If you are allowed to register 
afresh, you will not be allowed to carry credit for any courses previously passed or carry any failed 
attempts at courses from your previous registration. 

Transfer to the Certificate of Higher Education  in Social Sciences from other 
programmes  offered by the University of London  

9.23 

If you are registered for a programme of study other than in the fields of Economics, Management, 
Finance and the Social Sciences you may apply to transfer to the CHESS, as long as you meet the 
necessary entrance and attendance requirements. 
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Certificate of Higher Education in Social  Sciences   

Four full courses (or half course equivalents) to be chosen from the following, with no more than two 
courses from Selection group F2. 
 
Selection group F1  1 

AC1025 Principles of accounting 
DV1171 Introduction to international development 
�x  EC1002 Introduction to economics 2 
FN1024 Principles of banking and finance  
IR1011  Introduction to international relations 3 
IR1034  World history since 1945 
IR1198  International Relations: Theories, Concepts and Debates 
IS1060  Introduction to information systems 
IS1181  Digital infrastructures for business 
MN1178 Business and management in a global context

http://www.londoninternational.ac.uk/sites/default/files/173_cis.pdf
https://london.ac.uk/courses/mathematical-methods-mt1186
http://www.londoninternational.ac.uk/sites/default/files/130_cis.pdf
http://www.londoninternational.ac.uk/sites/default/files/172_cis.pdf
http://www.londoninternational.ac.uk/sites/default/files/documents/laws/criminal_law.pdf
http://www.londoninternational.ac.uk/sites/default/files/documents/laws/legal_system_and_method.pdf
http://www.londoninternational.ac.uk/sites/default/files/documents/laws/contract_law.pdf
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�x  You can only take ST104B Statistics 2 at the same time as or after ST104A Statistics 1, not 
before.  

�x  You can only take MT105B Mathematics 2 at the same time as or after MT105A Mathematics 1, 
not before. 
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EXCLUSIONS 
RULE WHICH APPLIES  

ADDITIONAL NOTES  
1 2 3 4 5 6 

IS1168 Introduction to 
computer systems architecture 
and programming 
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App endix C �± Scheme of award  (2021-22 and before)  
The following scheme of award will be applied to all students who began their studies in 2021-22 or 
before. If you began your studies in 2022-23 or after please see Section 8: Scheme of Award 

Introduction   

The guidelines presented below show the main characteristics of the schemes used for the 
assessment of students within the Economics, Management, Finance and the Social Sciences 
programmes, and the criteria used when grading students at the end of their studies. This 
information is necessarily abbreviated and it does not cover all special cases that the Board of 
Examiners may have to consider. 

The Board of Examiners retains the right to deviate from, or suspend, any part of these 
guidelines for good reason and in the interest of academic standards and /or fairness to 
students.  

If you last assessment takes place in May, the date of award will be 1 August in the year of the 
last assessment that contributes to the award. 

If your last assessments take place in October, the date of award will be 1 December in the year 
of the last assessments 
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2.3 

The Certificate of Higher Education in Social Sciences is only awarded with Distinction or Merit if 
they are completed with no more than one resit. If they are completed with more than one resit for 
one course, or resits in two or more courses, an overall Pass grade is awarded.  

2.4 

The minimum requirements for the grading scheme are as follows. 

Distinction  Awarded to students who have achieved one of the following sets of marks:   

�x three marks of 70 or above and one mark of 40 or above 

�x two marks of 70 or above, two marks of 60 or above and an aggregate of 
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4. Pairing of half courses  

4.1 

Half courses are paired and averaged (rounded up to a whole number) to produce marks for grading 
purposes. 

4.2 

A fail in one half course of a pair counts as a half course fail in assessing the number of courses 
passed. 

4.3 

Courses are paired according to the following criteria in the order given. 
1. Any two 100 half courses named together at one point in the programme structure are paired. 
2. If both have been taken, ST104A Statistics 1 + ST104B Statistics 2 are paired. 
3. If both have been taken, MT105A Mathematics 1 + MT105B Mathematics 2 are paired. 
4. 
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Appendix D  �± Assessment Criteria  

Mark 
(%) 

Grade  Characteristics  

90�±
100 

First class  A comprehensive and deep understanding of the subject. 

Mastery of relevant methods and techniques and an ability to deploy 
them with flair. 

Very extensive range and consistent accuracy of information and 
knowledge. 

(For qualitative subjects) Exceptional powers of analysis, argument, 
synthesis and insight. Considerable evidence of extensive wider reading 
of an appropriate nature and its application in context. Lucid and 
convincing argument which demonstrates an exceptional degree of 
independent thinking and critical insight.  

(For quantitative subjects) An outstanding ability to solve unusual and 
demanding questions involving application of deep and comprehensive 
understanding of the subject and its methods. 

Outstanding presentation and structure. 

80�±89 First class  A deep understanding of the subject. 

Mastery of relevant methods and techniques. 

Highly extensive range and consistent accuracy of information and 
knowledge. 

Lucid argument which demonstrates a high degree of independent 
thinking or critical insight (for qualitative subjects) or (for quantitative 
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Mark 
(%) 

Grade  Characteristics  

20�±29 Fail  (For qualitative subjects) Little information or information that is almost 
entirely incorrect or irrelevant. Unacceptably poor structure and clarity. 

Little understanding evident.  

Little evidence of reading of an appropriate nature (for qualitative 
subjects). 

Very limited competence in core basic techniques of the subject (for 
quantitative subjects). 

10�±19 Fail  (For qualitative subjects) Very little information or information that is 
almost entirely incorrect or irrelevant. Extremely poor structure and 
clarity. 

Misunderstanding of significant areas of the syllabus. 

Very little evidence of reading of an appropriate nature (for qualitative 
subjects).  

No competence in most of the core basic techniques of the subject (for 
quantitative subjects).  

0�±9 Fail  Nothing presented or completely incorrect information or answers contain 
nothing at all of relevance.  

No evidence of understanding.  

No evidence of reading of an appropriate nature (for qualitative subjects).  

No competence in core basic techniques of the subject (for quantitative 
subjects).   
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