
 

PRIOR to undertaking your Research: 

1. It is the researcher’s responsibility to: 
a. follow the University’s Code of Good Practice in Research and its ethical standards, and any 

relevant academic or professional guidelines in the conduct of their study. Please ensure that 
you have read the University’s Research Ethics Policy and Guidance.  

b. ensure that they have completed the research ethics module1 and secured a score of 80% or 
above, before filling in the form. 

c. ensure that they have reviewed and will be complying with national and local regulations in 
regards to Covid-19 or any other viral diseases where the research is due to take place;  

d. ensure that ethical approval has been sought at least ONE-TO-TWO months BEFORE undertaking 
research and travelling.2  

2. If your Research involves participants and/or management of data3, please ensure that the 
Participation Information Sheet & Participation Consent Form as well as the Data Management Template 
are fully completed and sent along with your self-assessment form. 

3. Retrospective Approval is only given in exceptional circumstances, and a clear statement to explain the 
reasons why should be provided with the form. 
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ALL RELEVANT DOCUMENTS ARE TO BE SENT TO: research.ethics@sas.ac.uk 
 

The Checklist is designed to identify the nature of any ethical issues raised by the Research. 
Please ensure you have read the School Guidance before continuing 

 

PART I – Research Ethics Initial Checklist 

 Please mark an X in the appropriate right-hand column/box Yes No Not certain 

Consent  

i 
Does the research involve living human subjects recruited, chosen, or selected for this 
research project? 

   

ii 
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PART I – Research Ethics Initial Checklist 

 Please mark an X in the appropriate right-hand column/box Yes No Not certain 

Financial Incentives 
i Will financial inducements (other than reasonable expenses and compensation for time) 

be offered to participants? (e.g. either compensation for travel or payment for 
contributing to research) 

   

Research Subjects 
i 
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PART I – 
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PART II: SELF CERTIFICATION AND/OR NEXT STEPS 

A If, after careful consideration, you have answered No to all of the questions in white boxes in Part I (this doesn’t 
include any of the confirmation boxes coloured green), 
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Part III - Q
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distress is minimized and/or that the research is sensitive to the particular needs and perspectives of those so 
affected?  

 

vii What considerations have you taken should the research be judged handling as security-sensitive material?12   

 

vii Have you been able to devise a timetable of research?  

 

viii If using local field assistants, please confirm the arrangements, including contractual, that have been agreed. 

  

xi Has a similar study (or systematic review) been done recently?  If a similar study or review exists, please explain 
why a repeat study is necessary 

  

Ethical questions arising from the provision of incentives  

i Are any incentives being offered to participants? If so, why? & how? 

 

 

https://www.sas.ac.uk/research/research-policies-and-protocols/research-ethics
https://www.sas.ac.uk/research/research-policies-and-protocols/research-ethics
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Risk to Researchers 

i Are there any risks to researchers? If so, please provide details and plans as to how the risks will be mitigated. 

  

 
 
 

REFER TO RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEE 
Approval is required by the Research Ethics Committee on one or more of the following grounds (please mark with an 'X' in 
the appropriate place in the right-hand column):  

i. Significant ethical issues are raised by the research, including research characterised by one or more of the 
following features:  

 

 
(i) Research involving deception of participants, or which is conducted without their full and informed 
consent at the time the study is carried out or when the data is gathered, or which involves the use of 
confidential information.  

 
 
 
 

 

(ii) Research involving more than minimal risk of harm to participants, such as:  
o research involving vulnerable groups  
o research involving personally intrusive or ethically sensitive topics  
o research involving groups where permission of a gatekeeper is normally required for initial access 

to members  
o research which would induce unacceptable psychological stress, anxiety or humiliation or cause 

more than minimal pain  
o research which covers security-sensitive subject and material (please respond to questions in 

Appendix overleaf) 

 
 

ii. The researcher wants to seek the advice of the Research Ethics Committee  

iii. External obligations (for instance, funder requirements, data access requirements) require it   

iv. Research undertaken by a student or member of staff who has not received appropriate training or has 
insufficient experience in research ethics and has been unable to access appropriate advice or support. 

 

v. Research that is undertaken, on behalf of the student/research, not by the student/researcher 
himself/herself, but by a third party not associated with the School  

 

 
 

APPROVAL REFERENCE NUMBER 

(to be filled in by the Research Services once self-assessment results and approval from Research Committee if needed. 
have been confirmed) 

 

 
 
Version: November 2021 
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Appendix 1 
 

Additional questions related to security-sensitive material14 
 
Does your research fit into any of the following security-sensitive categories? If so, indicate which: 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/439598/prevent-duty-departmental-advice-v6.pdf


https://www.sas.ac.uk/research/research-policies-and-protocols/research-ethics
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List of all Covid-19 requirements for each country/area travelling to( refer to government 
official health and/or sanitation sites) eg: vaccine passports, locator forms, testing requirements 
Country Government requirements of country/area 
1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  
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Research 
(eg: permits to work, safe systems, tides/water conditions, medical back-up, 
remoteness of work site


	PART II: SELF CERTIFICATION AND/OR NEXT STEPS

