


countries of registrations were the United Kingdom (53), France (13), United States of  
America (9), Germany (8), Turkey (4), and India (3). 

 

 

The online session was hosted on Zoom webinar platform. The session was attended by 51 
unique viewers2. The maximum concurrent views of attendees were 38 attendees3. 

4. Panellists’ presentations 



The speaker stressed that Knowledge Diplomacy is intrinsic to soft power and vice-versa, as 
the concept currently includes elements of research collaboration, academic exchange and 
international higher education working across borders. Knowledge Diplomacy was argued to 
be a force of positive action, for example, in addressing global issues like the pandemic and 
climate change. However, the neutrality of the Knowledge Diplomacy concept is questionable, 
due to existing power relations 



of the Urban Praxis project that brings together people for various knowledge exchange 
projects. The speaker’s presentation highlighted those mobile temporary objects can create 
sites of knowledge exchange in a temporary space. In this context, the panellist highlighted 



6. Summary of questions and comments from the audience 

During the final part of the webinar, the floor was opened to questions and feedback from the 
audience. One of the questions asked whether Brexit had an impact on cities being able to 
facilitate knowledge development and exchange. Jo Beall answered that Brexit has had a 
definite effect on these processes, as it negatively influenced the availability of funding for 
universities and research centres. This trend is taking place in the context of cities being 
already severely underfunded, which hampers their ability to act independently in diplomacy. 
However, in the absence of progress at a national level, cities are ideal sites for continued 
international engagement and Knowledge Diplomacy. Another question from the audience 
asked whether social media has had an impact on Knowledge Diplomacy. Jean-Louis 
Missika emphasised that social media has indeed impacted Knowledge Diplomacy and 
knowledge overall. As social networks rely on algorithms, the trend of increased polarisation 
of society is currently taking place and it is affecting knowledge through “politisation” of 
expertise. The panellist emphasised that there is a strong trend of polarisation within 
management of the public spaces. The social networks can facilitate polarisation in its worst 
form, and this is a trend that is taking place not only locally or nationally but also internationally. 


