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1.     Introduction 

The online Knowledge Diplomacy Seminar series is a collaboration between the British 
Council (France and Germany), Goethe Institut, and University of London (London and Paris). 
The project is supported by ICR Research, Queen Mary University of London and the 
NEXTEUK project. This Knowledge Diplomacy and Cities Series is composed of online 
discussions and forms the second phase of the University of London’s exploration of the 
concept of ‘Knowledge Diplomacy





cities are currently more likely than national governments to take the lead in addressing 
climate change: 

“Being at the local level, we are asked to act […] and fulfil more than the states. This 
is good, because at the local level we have good political tools […] to act on, also (we 
have) a link with citizens which we believe is not perfect, but it exists, which explains 
why cities are on that front line.” 

Since 2007, Paris has had a roadmap in the form of Climate Action Plans for climate change 
mitigation, including in areas of transport, buildings, food, and many other fields. In 2015, the 
emphasis turned to urban adaptation in light of the studies carried out prior to COP21 in Paris. 
As a result, the creation of green adaptation funds and climate crisis preparedness were given 
more attention on the city's agenda. The Paris Climate Change Strategy now relies on three 
broad strategy pillars: transforming through public policies, mobilising civil society, and taking 
action on the European and global levels. 

The presentation emphasised the importance of networks for cities to respond to global issues 
and take part in diplomatic processes on various levels. For instance, former Mayor of Paris 
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higher education institutions and the academic community in their cities than representatives 
from the national government are. Therefore, by building and maintaining networks that offer 
a kind of "translation" of scientific work, cities are better prepared to engage in climate change 
debates.



When discussing the role of international higher education and research in international 
cooperation, the speaker underscored that one needs to understand the main difference 
between the academic and political worlds:  
 

“The academic world acknowledges, as it should, doubts and questions parameters; in 
the political world, you need to be clear and straightforward and much more certain. […] 
I think the very best politicians on the issue of climate change, as on many other issues 
of inequality, economy and public health, are working from solid science but they speak 
to people in ways that people will hear much better because they speak clearly and simply 
with clarity of purpose.” 

 
The Chair agreed with the speaker’s statement and argued that policymakers need to know 
enough information to make a decision. The speaker agreed but emphasised that the right 
kind of information is needed to make decisions. The speaker commented on the role of city 
government to ensure the participation and benefit of everyone in the city. He continued that 
climate adaptation policies can also other pressing issues like inequality and the cost of living 
in the community: 
 

“If you have the right knowledge [...] and have enough of it, you can really drive those 
kinds of results. But you have to ultimately be based in science and facts otherwise 
you can get some really offside results.” 

 
A question from the audience asked the speaker whether developing cities can offer advice to 
developed cities in addressing environmental issues. The speaker replied that networks of 
cities facilitate this type of knowledge exchange because mayors of different cities face similar 
climate challenges. The network facilitates conversations where the same questions brought 
by different city governments can be answered. In this setting, the academic community can 
also assist mayors in understanding the answers by showcasing research and scientific 
evidence. 
 
Eda Ayaydin, the final speaker, diverged from the discussion regarding cities to discuss 
broader scientific endeavours in the Arctic. Because temperatures in the Arctic increase far 
more quickly than in other parts of the world, including cities, the speaker emphasised that the 
region is crucial for tackling climate change. The speaker emphasised that this year's 
temperature rise in the area was four times faster than it was three years earlier and that the 
repercussions of this trend should be seriously considered: 
 

“If the Arctic is the roof of the world, then what happens there is returning to the Southern 
latitudes […]. That's why the Arctic states, cities, NGOs and universities take this issue 
very seriously.” 

The speaker emphasised the continued work at the Arctic Council, which offers a political and 
scientific forum that is extremely unique to the organisation. The speaker emphasised the 
several crucial roles that scientists play in addressing climate change because they offer 
imaginative depictions of the Arctic, influence public opinion, and promote decision-making 
and cooperation among various stakeholders. 

Like other cities across the world, cities in the Arctic area provide space for and promote 
decision-making platforms for topics that are pertinent to their communities. Regarding the 
annual diplomatic processes concerning the Arctic region, the Arctic Frontiers Conference is 
organised in Tromsø, the Arctic Circle Assembly takes place in Reykjavik, and the High North 
Dialogues takes place in Bodø. The speaker recognised that local city action is important and 
in conjunction with the facilitation of global diplomatic forums, like COP26, the cities are 



capable of raising awareness on issues that affect them and providing a platform for voices to 
the local community.  

It is essential to engage with international higher education and research, but more needs to 
be done to translate knowledge into information that can be put to use, much like the IPPC 
and Arctic Council reports, which are brief and simplify study findings. However, the speaker 
noted that this kind of concise presentation needs to be genuine because: 

“While tackling climate change, yes, […] the (number of) projects is increasing but the 
greenwashing is the thing we have to be actually careful about because the distribution of 
the funds requires attention.” 

 
The Chair 


